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Thursday, 23 December 2004

Anna Bird

Co-ordinator

Mental Health Alliance

Mind

15-19 Broadway
Stratford
London
E15 4BQ
Dear Anna

As you are aware, Critical Psychiatry Network was formed nearly six years ago, amongst other things, to oppose government proposals to introduce compulsory treatment orders in the community, and reviewable detention for people with so-called dangerously severe personality disorders. We are also opposed to any proposal to widen the definition of mental disorder because this represents an unwarranted medicalisation of what in our view are extremely complex social and political phenomena.

The Critical Psychiatry Network is concerned about the Alliance's current position in relation to these issues, as expressed in its submission to the Joint Scrutiny Committee on the Draft Mental Health Bill, dated 11th August 2004. Although the Alliance still appears to oppose reviewable detention, it seems to us that there is a clear shift in relation to community treatment orders. In particular we would draw your attention to the following extracts:


"Is there a way forward? 

5.18 Some members of the Alliance – including all service user groups- are opposed to NROs in any circumstance. The Alliance however recognises that, given the Government’s commitment to introducing them, it is necessary to consider how they could be introduced in a constructive manner and with
appropriate safeguards. Work by the Royal College of Psychiatrists in the 1980s
and 1990s and overseas research gives some credence to the view that there
may be a small group of patients for whom repeated access to hospital may not
be necessary although compulsion might be beneficial. These patients have
multiple compulsory admissions but on discharge they relapse severely because
they fail to take the medication which they are considered to need. We
recognise that in this small number of cases an NRO may be appropriate as a
less restrictive alternative than a long hospital admission."

(pp 28 – 29, emphases added)

and:


"Recommendation on assessment and treatment in the Community
The Government should abandon its current approach to non-resident status and
orders Any form of compulsory order in the community should require narrower
conditions for compulsion, be of a finite time and only as ordered by Tribunal
when particular criteria are satisfied. These are:


· A history of several previous admissions within a short period of time;
· Impaired decision-making;
· Demonstrated capability of community services to deliver;
· That if there was no order, the person’s condition would deteriorate; and
· Capability of the patient to undertake the treatment and supervision required,
taking into account his personal circumstances."

(p 29, emphasis added)



From this it appears that the Alliance is now supporting (with 'safeguards') the
introduction of CTOs.

It also appears to welcome a widening of the definition of mental disorder, as the following extract indicates:

"3.1 The Alliance agreed in principle with the replacement of the 1983
definition by a broad definition of mental disorder."

(p. 18)

The view of Critical Psychiatry Network is that this represents a significant and substantial shift in the position of the Alliance. We are therefore writing this open letter to all members with the request that we discuss this at the next meeting. We note that the minutes of the Chief Execs Steering Group Meeting on December 2nd draws asks the question ‘Where do we stand on CTOs?’  Given the reasons for the Alliance’s existence in the first place, we believe it is essential that any change in its position is discussed fully. We are particularly concerned about the future positioning of the Alliance if the government does go ahead and introduce CTOs.

Best wishes

Yours sincerely
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Joanna Moncrieff





Philip Thomas

Co-chairs, Critical Psychiatry Network

25 trinity road

bradford

bd7 0bb

www.bradford.ac.uk/acad/health/research/cccmh/index.php


